
 
 
 
 
 

SOUP FOR THE SOUL 
 

Fast, Pray, Receive Ashes                              
February 14th  

At the 12:10 Prayer Service 
  and 6:15 Mass  

Afterward Join Us for Bread and Soup 
 in the Church Hall!!! 

 

 
 

Sponsored by the Nativity of Mary Religious Education Committee 
and the Knights of Columbus 

                                          
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  

 Jesus said, “Bring the Children to Me”  Mark 10:2-16 
Nativity of Mary has a number of children receiving the  
Sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy Eucharist, and         

Confirmation this year.  Please keep them in your prayers.   
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Nativity of Mary Parish 

RECTORY:                                 313 E. Wall St.  Janesville, WI 53545
                                                                           
  www.nativitymary.org 
 

                                     (608) 752-7861 
 
Rev. Robert Butz, Pastor– Ext 12  
pastor@nativitymary.org                                                     
Sr. Ruth Brings, SSSF, Director of Pastoral Outreach– Ext 18 
rbrings@nativitymary.org 
Bob Craig, Director of Liturgy– Ext 17 
liturgy@nativitymary.org 
Kathy Hookham, Coordinator of  Religious Education– Ext 29 
re@nativitymary.org 
Arwen Twitchett, Business Manager– Ext 11 
accounts@nativitymary.org 
Sharlet Collins, Parish Secretary– Ext 10 
psec@nativitymary.org 
 

Emergency only after hours (608) 620-9910  
 

SCHOOL:         307 E. Wall St. 754-5221 
Matthew Parish, Principal  
Sue Vodak, Secretary 
Sue Dickman, Secretary 
 

PRAYER NETWORK:   
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 

“St. Mary Spires” is a newsletter of Nativity of Mary 
Parish published in February, August and  November.
   

Ideas and suggestions for our newsletter are always  
welcome.  Let us know what you’d like to see!  

SCRIP REMINDER 
 

SCRIP puts your regular shopping dollars to work supporting your 
parish and school with over fifty retailers ….. grocery stores, gas  
stations, restaurants, department stores, hardware stores, movie  
theaters, spas and more!   
SCRIP cards are always available in the school office and after Mass 
twice per month …..  check the bulletin for dates.   
 

Don’t forget to buy your SCRIP  
before you do your holiday shopping! 
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Azelie Elizabeth Gregerson 
Daughter of Zachary & Kaitlin 

November 5, 2017 
 

David Anthony Hanus, Jr. 
Son of David & Lauren 

November 5, 2017 
 

Everly Ruth Schimke 
Daughter of Tyler & Jeannette 

November 5, 2017 
 

Blakely Jane Hanson 
Daughter of Matthew & Kathryn 

January 21, 2018 
 

 

Marriages 

 
Kevin Lehr & Caitlin Schumacher 

November 4, 2017 
 

Alexander Hansch & Kelly Ryan 
November 25, 2017 

 

 

 

We remember the following 
parishioners who have died:  

 
 

Geraldine Manogue 
November 7, 2017 

 

Jacqueline McKeown 
November 18, 2017 

 

Howard Gage 
November 24, 2017 

 

Barry Zoellner 
November 24, 2017 

 

Caroline Strunz 
November 25, 2017 

 

Rita Davis 
 December 15, 2017 

 

Doreen Trunnelle 
January 21, 2018 
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St. Mary Parish  

warmly welcomes  
our newest parishioners  

who registered in 
November 2017– January 2018 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

GILMAN, Chr istopher  
 

HAREID, David & Andrea  
 

PESIK, J eremy & Anne 
 

SHEEHY, Patr ick & Crystal 
Bardot - 10, Lola - 5 and Knox - 2 

 
WOLF, Mark 

 
 

 
 

St. Katharine Drexel 
1858-1955 

Feast Day—March 3 
 

St. Katharine Drexel, belle of the ball and heiress of millions, asked the 
Pope for more missionaries… and he told her to become one!  She left 
her life of privilege and founded a religious order, the Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament.  She dedicated her life to becoming a servant of the 
poor and establishing schools for Native and African American children.  
 

   United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

Learn more about St. Katharine Drexel and the  
Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament  
http://www.katharinedrexel.org/ 
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A few years ago, I travelled to the desert in Arizona to go on retreat.  The place was 
a female religious community that had a place where priests could come to pray and 
be refreshed.  It was the beginning of Lent, and I felt compelled, like the prophets, 
to go to the desert.  Part of me wanted to find out why so many holy men and  
women went out to the desert to seek the Lord.  When I arrived at the retreat house 
on a Sunday afternoon, two things were evident.  One, it was warmer than  
Wisconsin!  Secondly, I was struck by the stark beauty of the place.  The house was 
really in the middle of nowhere.  It was surrounded by desert and mountains.  
 

What did I find?  One thing I found was what I originally discovered – simplicity.  
In the desert, there were few distractions.  There was no traffic.  No fast food  
restaurants in sight.  The nearest neighbor was miles away.  The simplicity of the 
setting resulted in fewer things to distract me.  The other thing I found was silence.  
The only sound you heard was silence.  This allowed for God to do the speaking.  
During my walks along the road that led to the retreat house, I could hear the birds 
singing in the bushes.  The silence allowed me to notice things more clearly, such 
as the flowers that were blooming, the scores of hummingbirds buzzing about, the 
beautiful sunsets of blazing orange and purple, and I was privileged even to come 
across a roadrunner.  In these things, God showed me that there is life in the driest 
of places.  Despite what seems to be a lack of food and water, God’s creation finds 
ways to thrive.   
 

Perhaps that is what the prophets, like John the Baptist, were learning as well.   
Elijah journeyed through the desert to Mt. Sinai to talk to God.  He did not find God 
in the fire, the storm, or the earthquake.  Rather, Elijah heard the Lord through a 
still, small voice, calling from the silence.  God can teach us the most basic of  
lessons, but only when we have the clarity of mind and stillness of heart to be open 
to the lesson.   
 

We begin Lent with silence.  The Gloria is not sung.  The Our Father is not accom-
panied with music.  It is a time when Christ invites us to come to the desert with 
him; to enter into a spirit of simplicity and shed off the distractions.  Recently, Pope 
Francis talked about the need for silence at his Wednesday audience back in  
November when he said “the Mass is not a show, but a place where we encounter 
the Lord.  In this encounter, silence is what prepares us and accompanies us.”  
Many times we can be distracted before Mass with all the stuff we carry – our  
anxieties, our worries, our concerns.  The Lord invites us before each Mass,  
especially during Lent, to take quiet time and prepare our hearts.  We cannot  
prepare for an encounter if our hearts are distracted by internal distractions and  
external distractions around us.  We must, like the holy men and women, quiet  
ourselves and let the Lord speak to us.  There is life in the desert of quiet and  
silence.  May we accept the gift of silence.  
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The Knights of Columbus  

Combined Councils 596/10363  
of St. Mary’s & St. Patrick’s parishes  

would like to thank you for your support.   
 
The KC supports our parish, Catholic Church, community, youth, families, and 
the Culture of Life.   
 
We enjoy fellowship and brotherhood and offer excellent life insurance to our 
members from one of the nation’s largest and most respected companies. 
 
We need your help to complete our mission.  The KC only requires 24 hours per 
year of your time.  You will be helping with activities that are rewarding to you.  
  
If you are a Catholic gentleman over the age of 18, please contact Greg Kraft to 
discuss membership at (608) 754-5615. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the month of April,  
we will celebrate our very special  

St. Mary volunteers.   
Keep an eye on the bulletin for details. 

 
 

“Volunteers are love in motion.”  -Author Unknown 
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What we’ve been up to ….. 
 

 Our council began the season of Advent by inviting parishioners to sing    
Christmas carols to the residents at St. Elizabeth Home in Janesville and to light 
the nativity set outside the church afterward.  

 We continued the season with a poster contest for our St Mary School children. 

 We co-sponsored, with other area Councils, a “Keep Christ In Christmas”     
billboard in Janesville. 

 In January, we gifted Bibles to 6th graders at St. Mary School and in our  
       Religious Education program.   

 Bibles will be presented to each First Communicant at their event in May. 

 We recently sponsored a Free-Throw competition at St. Mary School.  Winners 
from this contest will progress to a District Free-Throw contest to be held in 
Janesville in February. 

 In late April, the city-wide KC Councils will be holding our annual Tootsie-Roll 
fund drive.  Please watch for us at church and around town and support our   
efforts. 

 Our annual Knights of Columbus State Convention will be held in Madison in 
April. 

 We continue to host a Rosary after the 8:30 AM Mass on the first Sunday of 
each month.  We invite you to join us! 

 
Upcoming Events: 
 

Feb. 8  Monthly KC Meeting 7:30 PM, Nativity House 
Feb. 14  Ash Wednesday “Soup For The Soul”, Church Hall 
Feb. 18  Pancake and Egg Breakfast, Church Hall  
Mar. 4  St. Mary’s Community Rosary following 8:30 Mass 
Mar. 8  Monthly KC Meeting 7:30 PM, Nativity House  
Mar. 18  Pancake and Egg Breakfast, Church Hall  
Apr. 1  St. Mary’s Community Rosary following 8:30 Mass 
Apr. 12  Monthly KC Meeting 7:30 PM, Nativity House  
Apr. 15  Pancake and Egg Breakfast, Church Hall 
April  Area Tootsie Roll Intellectually Disability Fund Raiser 
Apr. 27  - 29 KC State Convention in Madison (Marriott West) 
May 6  St. Mary’s Community Rosary following 8:30 Mass 
May 10  Monthly KC Meeting 7:30 PM, Nativity House  
May 20  Pancake and Egg Breakfast, Church hall   

    
   Join Us! 

Pancakes, eggs, sausage, potatoes, toast, juice and coffee  
 

$5.00—Proceeds go to charity! 
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Lent is a season of soul-searching and repentance. It is a season for reflection and 
taking stock. A season of sacrifice and charity. Lent originated in the very  
earliest days of the Church as a preparatory time for Easter, when the faithful 
rededicated themselves and when converts were instructed in the faith and  
prepared for baptism. By observing the forty days of Lent, the individual  
Christian imitates Jesus’ withdrawal into the wilderness for forty days.  
 
The duration of the season of Lent is based on the ancient church custom of  
requiring catechumens to undergo a forty-day period of doctrinal instruction and 
fasting before being baptized on the evening before Easter.  This probationary 
period was called the quarantine (from the Latin word for forty).  The number 
forty occurs frequently in both testaments of the Bible.  It signifies the time that 
is required for discipline, testing, and separation prior to achieving a goal or new 
beginning.  For example, we read in the Old Testament that it rained forty days 
and nights during the Great Flood (Genesis 7:12), Moses communed with God 
on Mount Sinai for forty days before receiving the Ten Commandments (Exodus 
24:18), the people of Israel were forced to wander in the wilderness for forty 
years (Numbers 12:33-34), Elijah journeyed for forty days before he reached 
Mount Horeb and had a vision of God (1 Kings 19:8-9), and the inhabitants of 
Nineveh fasted and repented for forty days in response to the preaching of Jonah 
(Jonah 3:4-5).  
 
Our liturgies during Lent will reflect this austere time.  Eucharistic Acclama-
tions; Holy Holy, Memorial Acclamation, Great Amen, Our Father and the Lamb 
of God, will all be spoken instead of sung.  No Gloria or Alleluia is to be sung or 
spoken. 
 
The environment of the church will be sparse.  There will be very little  
ornamentation or decoration. 
 
Finally, we the faithful should come to Mass and prepare to encounter our Lord.  
Pope Francis in November, 2017; “It is a moment of silence for preparing  
ourselves for dialogue, a time for the heart to collect itself in order to prepare 
for the encounter with Jesus,” he said, adding that “silence is so important.”  
(https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-the-mass-needs-
silence-not-chit-chat-76871) 
 
Take time this Lent to take part in the many activities being held. See the “Lent 
At A Glance” page for the schedule of events. 
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LENT AT A GLANCE 2018….   
                                       Nativity of Mary Parish 
 

(The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on Tuesday evenings  
during Lent from 5:00 pm until 6:00 pm, and Saturday mornings from 9:30 
am to 10:30 am.) 
 
Feb. 14, 2018 - Ash Wednesday 
8:15 a.m. Mass 
12:10 p.m. Word Service with ashes,  
Soup for the Soul, communal meal – Church Hall 
6:15 p.m. Mass,  
Soup for the Soul, communal meal – Church Hall 
 
Feb. 16, 2018 – Friday 
12:00 Noon.  Stations of the Cross 
 
Feb. 17 & 18, 2018 - First Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: ECHO 
 
Feb. 23, 2018 – Friday 
12:00 Noon.  Stations of the Cross 
 
Feb. 24 & 25, 2018 – Second Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: Project 16:49  
 
March 1, 2018 – Thursday 
6:00 p.m.  Spirituality of a Pilgrimage Presentation – by Fr. Rob 
 
March 02, 2018 – Friday 
12:00 Noon.  Stations of the Cross 
 
March 03 & 04, 2018 – Third Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: House of Mercy 
 
March 09, 2018 – Friday 
10:30 a.m.  Stations of the Cross 
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Salad Luncheon – School Gym 
 
March 10 & 11, 2018 – Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: Healthnet  
 
March 12, 2018 
7:00 p.m. – Lenten Taize’ Prayer 
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Recurring Events 
** Mommy and Me classes happening every Friday at 9am in the gym**  
**Student led masses every Wednesday at 8:15am** 
 

Significant Upcoming Dates 
2/7 and 2/8: Parent Teacher Conferences 
2/9:  No School 
3/2:  No classes for students – teacher work day.  End of trimester 
3/9:  Salad Luncheon 
3/26-4/2:  Easter Break 
4/11:  Middle School Musical (1pm and 7pm) 
4/13:  No classes for students – teacher work day 
5/7-5/11:  8th grade Washington DC Trip 
5/8:  Spring Sing (K-2) 
5/9:  Spring Sing (grades 3-5) 
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March 15, 2018 – Thursday 
01:00 p.m.  Spirituality of a Pilgrimage Presentation – by Fr. Rob 
 
March 16, 2018 – Friday 
12:00 Noon.  Stations of the Cross 
 
March 17 & 18, 2018 – Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Special Collection: Our Sister Parish 
 
March 22, 2018 – Thursday 
7:00 p.m.  –  Choir Concert -  Church 
 
 
March 23, 2018 – Friday 
2:00 p.m. “Living” Stations of the Cross with School Students 
6:30 p.m.  Movie Night – Church Hall 
 
March 24 & 25, 2018 – Palm Sunday 
 
March 27, 2018 – Tuesday 
Following 12:10 Mass -  
Prayer Service and Sending – Flowers for the Homebound 
 
March 29, 2018 - Holy Thursday 
Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper – 6:15 p.m. 
 
March 30, 2018 - Good Friday 
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion and Death - 1:00 p.m. 
 
March 31, 2018 - Holy Saturday  
Mass for the Easter Vigil - 8:00 p.m. 
 
April 01, 2018 - Easter Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Mass 
10:30 a.m. Mass 
 
April 09, 2018 – Monday 
07:00 p.m. Easter Taize’ Prayer 
 
 



8 

 

Questions and Answers  
about Lenten practices 

 

United States Conference  
of Catholic Bishops 

 

Q.  I understand that Catholics ages 18 to 59 should fast on Ash 
Wednesday and on Good Friday, but what exactly are the rules for 
these fasts? 

A.  Fasting on these days means we can have only one full, meatless 
meal.  Some food can be taken at the other regular meal times if           
necessary, but combined they should be less than a full meal.  Liquids are 
allowed at any time, but no solid food should be consumed between meals. 

Q.  Are there exemptions other than for age from the requirement to 
fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday? 

A.  Those that are excused from fast and abstinence outside the age limits 
include the physically or mentally ill including individuals suffering from 
chronic illnesses such as diabetes.  Also excluded are pregnant or nursing 
women.  In all cases, common sense should prevail, and ill persons should 
not further jeopardize their health by fasting. 

Q.  I understand that all the Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence 
from meat, but I'm not sure what is classified as meat.  Does meat  
include chicken and dairy products? 

A.  Abstinence laws consider that meat comes only from animals such as 
chickens, cows, sheep or pigs --- all of which live on land. Birds are also 
considered meat. Abstinence does not include meat juices and liquid foods 
made from meat.  Thus, such foods as chicken broth, consomme, soups 
cooked or flavored with meat, meat gravies or sauces, as well as           
seasonings or condiments made from animal fat are technically not       
forbidden.  However, moral theologians have traditionally taught that we 
should abstain from all animal-derived products (except foods such as   
gelatin, butter, cheese and eggs, which do not have any meat taste).  Fish 
are a different category of animal.  Salt and freshwater species of fish,  
amphibians, reptiles, (cold-blooded animals) and shellfish are permitted. 

Q.  I've noticed that restaurants and grocery stores advertise specials 
on expensive types of fish and seafood on Fridays during Lent.  Some 
of my Catholic friends take advantage of these deals, but somehow I 
don't feel right treating myself to the lobster special on Fridays during 
Lent. 

A.  While fish, lobster and other shellfish are not considered meat and can 
be consumed on days of abstinence, indulging in the lavish buffet at your 
favorite seafood place sort of misses the point. Abstaining from meat and 
other indulgences during Lent is a penitential practice.  On the Fridays of 
Lent, we remember the sacrifice of Christ on Good Friday and unite       
ourselves with that sacrifice through abstinence and prayer.        
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Increased Use of Technology 
 This year we are working hard to make sure students are prepared for a 
21st century world.  The teachers have struck a nice balance between technology 
use and hands-on paper based projects.  Our goal with technology is to truly  
empower our students and open up new ways of learning for them.  With technolo-
gy students can become the makers and creators.  They can collaborate with each 
other.  With the internet at their fingertips, students are constantly learning  
informally outside of school.  Technology allows us to harness the momentum for 
learning in those informal environment and transfer it here to school.  It also  
provides us a platform to better personalize instruction for students.  Last edition I 
introduced IXL, a wonderful tool that provides computer adaptive problems for all 
grade level standards in English, math, science, and social studies.  As of this 
school year our students have logged almost 700 hours and answered over 81,000 
questions! 
 

Enhanced Communications  
 There are so many wonderful events that go in the school and awesome 
volunteers who make those events happen.  We want to highlight a couple of them 
for you.  For the first time, St. Mary’s community walked in the Jolly Jingle  
parade.  We had unbelievable support and are excited about moving forward next 
year.  We are always looking for community events to engage with so we remain 
present in the community.  Our addition of P4J 3 years ago is a perfect conduit for 
this.  Mrs. Hoff, our 4k teacher hosts community events here at school regularly, as 
well as bringing St. Mary’s students to many city wide events that promote literacy 
and family fun.  Our middle schoolers visited the International Folk Fair in  
December which provided a different understanding of community and reminded 
us of all the cultures and ways of life that exist outside of Janesville.  Catholic 
Schools Week is always another event the community looks forward to.  It is really 
a time for alumni to reminisce and for students to embrace their catholic identity.  
We were happy to celebrate the spaghetti dinner again this year – a wonderful 
night of celebrating with the community. 
Looking forward we are continue to market our school.  We have some new  
materials and have paid for advertising on social media.  We are also finishing a 
marketing video about the school that will be shared out very soon.  Please look 
for it!  As always, you can follow us on facebook at St Mary School JVL. 
 

Building Faith and Character 
 Throughout all of this we have not forgotten the foundation of our school 
is Catholic.  The teachers have made a conscious effort to increase our Catholic 
identity, which occurs through curriculum, value-based character  education, and 
structure.  The most effective program we have in place that helps us to meet this 
goal is our prayer partners.  Each year older students get paired with younger  
students and throughout the year they will attend mass, work on projects, give 
gifts, and more importantly provide friendship.  Find a recent St. Mary’s grad and 
ask him/her about their prayer partner – you will see their eyes light up.  It is a gift 
to watch the older students transform into leaders and care givers.  And it is a 
blessing to see our younger students provide the love and attention to their older 
prayer partners.  This relationship is the embodiment of our mission to build faith 
and character amongst the kids.   
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St. Mary School 

  
 Winter in Wisconsin can be so beautiful!  I was recently reminded of this 
as I watched 60 elementary students in full snow gear dive head first into the piles 
of snow on the playground.  They dug tunnels, they played games, the made new 
creations.  Kids are truly remarkable.  Their ability to live in the present and take 
joy in everything they do is something that we can adults can learn from.  It is one 
of the things that makes St. Mary’s special – the students teach the adults as much 
as we teach them.  They amaze me daily with their positive attitude, polite  
manners, and authenticity.  It is a good reminder to us all to hold on to the little kid 
that is somewhere deep inside us. 
 

 St. Mary’s school mission statement reads: We aspire to provide our  
students with the resources they need to lead successful Catholic/Christian lives by 
building faith and character as they are taught to excel academically.  From this we 
developed specific goals including ones on communication and technology.  We 
would like to update our community on our progression towards these goals 
through the work done this year. 
 

Academic Excellence – improving student outcomes for each child 
 In the last edition, I laid out the philosophy of our STAR 360 assessments.  
Students have just finished the second round which allows teachers to check in on 
both student and teacher progress.  Teachers are looking for gaps and strengths in 
the students’ progression half way through the year and then can make personalized 
adjustments based on the information they receive. Our students engage in a variety 
of learning.  It’s not uncommon to see a group of students problem solving on a 
longer project or for students to be divided out into various groups designed to  
promote specific skills.  They engage in stories and hone their writing skills.  Often 
times learning can take the form of games or challenges, sometimes even in song.  
St. Mary’s teachers are skilled at making learning engaging and fun!   Additionally, 
we want to provide our students with a well-rounded education.  The Christmas 
program was truly incredible.  Full of love, joy, and hope, the entire school sung 
together in unity at a level much higher than K-8.  The kids create amazing art  
projects that are often displayed in the Janesville Gazette.  Spanish, Tech, and PE 
also make up the kids’ weekly schedule providing an important balance.  Band, 
Strings, and STEM is offered in addition to these specials classes, allowing  
students plenty of opportunities to engage in something they enjoy.   
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Taize’ Prayer  
Celebrates 20 Years 

 
 
 

This month St. Mary’s Taize’ Prayer marks its 20th Anniversary.  In February 
1998 Taize’ Prayer made its “debut” under the direction of Ann Allen, Cindie 
Briggs and Ellen Engebretsen.  This quiet, meditative prayer quickly found a 
home in the parish, attended by faithful participants for whom this was an  
important part of their prayer life.  Over the years we have been invited to share 
the prayer in a variety of settings: Catholic School principals’ retreats at  
Sinsinawa and Rockford, IL; presentations at Beloit and Edgewood Colleges;  
high school Confirmation retreat at St. Maria Goretti, Madison; CCW Women’s 
Evenings of Reflection at St. Paul, Evansville; Evening of Reflection for the 
RCIA gathering of the four Janesville parishes; opening event for Catholic  
Women’s Club’s fall season; and an Advent prayer service at Janesville’s First 
Lutheran Church.  Members of other Christian traditions have been drawn by the 
ecumenical spirit of the prayer.  Participants  have come from as far away as  
Madison, WI and South Beloit, IL, as well as communities of Beloit and Fort  
Atkinson.  Several of these visitors have begun presenting Taize’ Prayer in their 
home parishes.   
 

Recent bulletin articles have recounted the beginnings of the prayer, born from the 
destruction and despair of World War II in the little town of Taize’, France, where 
a group of religious men sought a means of solace and reconciliation through an 
inclusive and accessible meditative common prayer.  Today Taize’ Prayer is  
celebrated in Christian communities throughout the world, in groups of just two or 
three to crowds of over a thousand, such as at Ascension Parish in Oak Park,  
outside of Chicago, or at the Church of Reconciliation in Taize’, France.  But at its 
heart, this prayer is a more intimate encounter, a chance to simply be in God’s 
presence, a “time apart” from the endless rhythms of timetables and schedules and 
the “busy-ness” of today’s world.  Each month we gather to hear the Word of God 
through Scripture, to sing simple songs that open our hearts, and to listen for 
God’s voice during the generous time of silence.   
 

This February begins a year of celebration of St. Mary’s Taize’ Prayer.  Future 
“Spires” articles will recount special memories from team members and  
participants past and present, along with other interesting information.  Later this 
month, on Sunday, February 25, current members of our Taize’ Prayer team---
Margaret Zweck, Pat Brotzman, Colleen Szerlong, Cindie Briggs and Ann Allen--
-will host the “Java and Jabber” gatherings after the 8:30 and 10:30 Masses, and 
will be present to answer questions and display materials from our past 20 years.  
Take a few moments to stop down in the church hall to enjoy coffee and treats and 
a visit with them.  And, mark your calendars for the remaining 2018 celebrations 
of Taize’ Prayer, always the second Monday of each month:  February 12, March 
12, April 9, May 14, June 11, July 9, August 13, September 10, October 8,  
November 12, and December 10. 



10 

 

ADULT CATHOLIC SPIRIT CLUB 
 
 

On the second Wednesday of each month, September to May, all men and  
women in the area are invited to meet for a social event.  A potluck dinner is 
served at noon and programs begin at 12:45 pm.  This event is held in St. John 
Vianney’s Marian Hall.  There are no membership dues; free will offerings are 
accepted.  The Spirit Club Board gives a great deal of time and thought to select 
programs that are both interesting and entertaining…and we are always open to 
suggestions for future programs.  Please consider joining us in September to relax 
a couple of hours with friends, good food and entertainment. 
 
 

Upcoming Programs: 
 

February 14, 2018  
Ash Wednesday—No Meeting 
March 14, 2018   
“His Beloved—Story of a Young Woman’s Journey Back to God”,  
presented by Meghan Klein 
April 11, 2018   
Steve Person, Black Point Docent, will inform us about  
“Victorian Funeral & Mourning Customs” 
May 9, 2018   
Jessica Michna, First Impressions, will give a portrayal of a first lady,  
“Dolley Madison, The Lady Who Saved Washington” 

Prayer Before the Crucifix 
Look down upon me, good and gentle Jesus 
while before Your face I humbly kneel and, 

with burning soul, 
pray and beseech You 

to fix deep in my heart lively sentiments 
of faith, hope, and charity; 
true contrition for my sins, 

and a firm purpose of amendment. 
While I contemplate, 

with great love and tender pity, 
Your five most precious wounds, 
pondering over them within me 

and calling to mind the words which David, 
Your prophet, said to You, my Jesus: 

“They have pierced My hands and My feet, 
they have numbered all My bones.” 

Amen. 
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Rock County Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force 

In the past year Rock County has become more active and organized 
against the crime of human trafficking.  Last summer a Rock County  
Anti-Human trafficking task force was formed.   

The task force group, which is non-profit, is made up of representatives 
from school districts, law enforcement agencies, emergency service 
agencies, hospitals and health care facilities, juvenile justice, county 
judges, attorneys, and advocates.  One of the biggest deterrents to human 
traffickers is knowing that people are aware of it and are looking out for 
it in an area. 

According to their face-book page (www.facebook.com/RCAHTTF) 
their goal is to develop and maintain a community network that serves to 
educate, prevent, and respond to youth who have been or are at risk of 
being trafficked. 

Some of the things you can find on task force face-book page  
(www.facebook.com/RCAHTTF) are – photos, events (awareness/
presentations), missing persons, news stories and links, suggestions, and 
much more.  Check it out.  Perhaps you will learn something you didn’t 
know about this horrible crime.   

A Prayer for Life 
 

Father and maker of all, you adorn all creation with splendor and 
beauty, and fashion human lives in your image and likeness. Awaken 
in every heart reverence for the work of your hands, and renew 
among your people a readiness to nurture and sustain your precious 
gift of life.  Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for  
ever and ever. Amen.  

http://www.facebook.com/RCAHTTF
http://www.facebook.com/RCAHTTF

